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Under the advance ruling system, taxpayers can apply to the Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore (“IRAS”) to issue a written 
interpretation on how the provisions of the Income Tax Act or GST Act apply to a particular business arrangement or a specific 
transaction.

An ATR binds the IRAS to apply the relevant provisions of the Income Tax Act or GST Act in the manner that was set out in the 
ruling, which provides taxpayers with greater certainty regarding their potential tax liabilities, and minimises the risks of tax 
disputes.

To obtain an ATR from the IRAS, taxpayers are required to submit an application form, a written ruling request 
detailing the particular business arrangement or specific transaction, and a nonrefundable application fee. During the 
application review process, the IRAS may raise queries or request additional information. Other fees (for e.g., time-based 
fees, additional fees, and reimbursement fees) may also be charged by the IRAS throughout the application process.

How Baker Tilly can assist

• We can assist to apply for ATR to seek certainty on the adequacy of economic substance under section 10L of the Income Tax 
Act, analyse the transaction/arrangement, and advise if an ATR application is appropriate.

• We can assist with the preparation and submission of the ATR application form and the written ruling request.

• We can assist to respond to any queries from the IRAS following the submission of the ATR application form and the written 
ruling request.

• If you have given consent for the publication of a summary of the ATR, we can also assist to review the summary of the ATR 
before the publication by the IRAS.
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Singapore has an advance ruling system for Income Tax and Goods and Services Tax (“GST”) to promote clarity 
and consistency regarding the application of the tax law.
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If you are considering an ATR application, or would like to learn more about Baker Tilly’s services, please do not hesitate 
to contact any of the individuals listed below.

Contact us

DISCLAIMER: All opinions, conclusions, or recommendations in this publication are reasonably held by Baker Tilly at the time of compilation but are subject to change 

without notice to you. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the contents in this publication, information in this publication is not designed to address 

any particular circumstance, individual or entity. Users should not act upon it without seeking professional advice relevant to the particular situation. We will not accept 

liability for any loss or damage suffered by any person directly or indirectly through reliance upon the information contained in this publication.
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