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Where professionals become performers, leaders become 
artists, and passion takes centre stage.

At Baker Tilly ASA India, talent extends far beyond audit 
files, advisory reports, client meetings and boardroom 
discussions. Our people bring creativity, passion and 
individuality that enrich both our workplace and our culture.

Behind every professional is a storyteller waiting to 
inspire, a singer waiting to captivate, a dancer waiting to 
express, a painter waiting to create, and a dreamer waiting 
to shine.

ASA Got Talent is more than a competition - it is a 
celebration of individuality, creativity, courage, and the 
extraordinary abilities that makes each one of us unique.

This platform reminds us that while we are united by our 
profession, we are distinguished by our passion. It is an 
opportunity to step beyond our daily roles, embrace our 
hidden talent, and inspire one another through the power of 
self-expression.

As we celebrate these stories, let us applaud not only 
the achievements, but also the curiosity, dedication and 
courage that inspire them.

Because every talent enriches our culture, strengthens 
our teams and reminds us that excellence comes in 
many forms.

Quarterly Newsletter of Baker Tilly ASA



A WORD FROM OUR 
MANAGING PARTNER
In Kalidasa’s Ritusamhara, summer creates cracks 
in mother earth, but it is not broken; it patiently 
awaits the embrace of life-giving monsoon. Nature 
shows that the greatest transformations begin long 
before they become visible. Perhaps this is what our 
ancestors meant by "कालः परी{kते सवZम~" - time reveals 
not only seasons, but also character and resilience.

Life taught me much the same. Organisations do 
not grow because time passes; they grow because 
people continue to learn, evolve and reveal new 
dimensions of themselves.

Every familiar face carries an untold story. Pragya, 
whose clarity on a GAAR amendment is much 
admired, is a disciple of Kathak, a passion for 
classical dance reflected in Shanjumol who has 
even performed on stage. Roshni lovingly took 
over her mother’s unfinished crochet projects, 
which continued onwards as her own passion. And 
Sreedharan still carries the rhythm of 14 years of 
Mridangam practice. Within each of us is a story 
waiting to be heard. 

This free spirit is equally reflected in the way our 
people come together - through the blood donation 
drive, mentoring one another and supporting each 
other beyond their formal responsibilities. 

Our greatest strength has always been our people. 
May we never stop discovering the stories that make 
us who we are. 

Keep talking. Keep sharing. Keep learning.

Ajay Sethi

India Today India-Japan Conclave 2026
Deepa Wadhwa and Himanshu Srivastava delivered the keynote 
address at the India Today India–Japan Conclave 2026, highlighting 
how the convergence of Make in India and Japan’s Monozukuri 
philosophy can strengthen manufacturing, innovation, and bilateral 
economic collaboration.

Best Mid-Market Consulting Firm of the 
Year 2026
Baker Tilly ASA India was recognised as the Mid-Market Consulting 
Firm of the Year at the 20th Edition Future of Finance Summit 
& Awards 2026, reflecting the trust of our clients and the firm's 
continued commitment to delivering practical, growth-focused 
advisory solutions in an evolving business landscape.
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TECHNICAL EVENTS

GAAR Grandfathering Restored
Harshit Mehta, Pragya Bansal, and Roshni Chaurasia in their article 
“GAAR Grandfathering Restored: Has the Tiger Been Released in the 
Wild Again?”, analysed recent amendments restoring certainty for 
pre-2017 investments while reaffirming the importance of substance 
and anti-avoidance compliance.

Training of Professionals (TIPS)
Baker Tilly ASA Training of Professionals (TIPS) brought teams together for 
two days of learning and collaboration. The programme featured leadership 
insights on the firm’s five-year growth vision alongside technical sessions 
spanning tax, assurance, accounting, risk advisory, cybersecurity, deal 
advisory, and brand building, all designed to reinforce continuous professional 
development across the firm.

Client Clinic on the New Wages 
Code – Kochi
Aiswarya U led a Client Clinic in Kochi on “New Wages Code – Impact 
& Implementation,” sharing practical insights on regulatory changes, 
compliance requirements, and implementation considerations to help 
organisations navigate the evolving labour law framework.

Cyber Resilience in a Complex 
Technology Landscape
Shrikrishna Dikshit  was featured in BW 
Businessworld, shared perspectives on cyber 
resilience, emphasising the need for continuous 
risk management, stronger security practices, 
and a proactive approach to protecting critical 
systems in an increasingly complex digital 
environment.

Indo-Australian Business 
Navigator Series - Session 2
Sunil Arora of ASA joined experts from ASA, Trilegal, 
and KPMG India for Session 2 of the Indo-Australian 
Business Navigator Series, discussing cross-border 
tax and structuring challenges, including DTAA 
interpretation, permanent establishment risks, transfer 
pricing, withholding tax, and repatriation strategies.
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TECHNICAL EVENTS

Peer Reviewers’ Training Programme
Parveen Kumar delivered a session at the Peer Reviewers’ Training 
Programme organized by ICAI, discussing the complexities and 
challenges faced by small and medium audit firms, while highlighting 
the critical role of peer reviewers in strengthening audit quality and 
professional standards.

Eurosatory 2026 - Paris
Kim Collaco and Léa Parmentier of Baker Tilly ASA India represented 
the firm at Eurosatory 2026 in Paris, engaging with global businesses 
and sharing insights on market entry, investment opportunities, and 
business expansion in India.

Transfer Pricing Regime under the 
Income Tax Act 2025
Sunil Arora, Ashwath Pai and Harshit Mehta led a webinar on 
“Transfer Pricing Regime under the Income Tax Act 2025,” discussing 
key regulatory changes, expanded transfer pricing provisions, 
compliance requirements, and practical strategies for managing risk 
under the new framework.

IIA India - Delhi Branch Annual 
Conference 2026
Gaurav Bhatia and Parveen Kumar participated in the IIA India – 
Delhi Branch Annual Conference 2026, with Gaurav delivering the 
Day 2 welcome address and Parveen moderating a fireside chat on 
the Labour Codes, contributing to discussions on audit, governance, 
risk, and regulatory developments.

Governance & Compliance in 
Mid-Market Deals
Nitin Arora Baker Tilly ASA India, was featured in VCCircle, sharing 
perspectives on the governance and compliance challenges 
shaping mid-market transactions. The interview highlighted the 
growing importance of robust due diligence, regulatory readiness, 
and risk management in achieving successful deal outcomes.

Future of Finance Summit & 
Awards 2026
Shrikrishna Dikshit spoke at the 20th Edition Future of 
Finance Summit & Awards 2026 on “UPI to AI: Securing India’s 
Financial Backbone for the Next Decade,” highlighting the 
need for robust cybersecurity frameworks to support India’s 
evolving digital financial ecosystem and AI-driven innovation.
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TECHNICAL EVENTS

Global Focus – CaseWare Audit Documentation Training
Parveen Kumar, Giridharan D K and Devalla Ramprasad organized a three-day CaseWare Audit Documentation Software training in 
Chennai, led by Baker Tilly International trainers. The program brought together leaders from India, Sri Lanka, and Nepal to strengthen audit 
documentation capabilities and knowledge sharing across the network.

Appointment to WIRC of ICAI Committee
Chintan Nisar has been appointed to the Internal Audit & 
Management Accounting Committee of WIRC of ICAI for 2026–27, 
recognizing his continued contribution to the profession and 
commitment to advancing internal audit and management 
accounting practices.

ASA - GCC School 
Placement 
Partnership
ASA & Associates LLP has 
partnered with GCC School 
as its off icial  Placement 
Partner, creating global career 
pathways for  commerce 
students. The collaboration 
aims to enable international 
oppor tunit ies,  combining 
academic excellence with 
industry exposure across 
accounting and advisory 
domains.

CyberSec India Expo 2026 – AI 
Roundtable
Shrikrishna Dikshit participated in a closed-door roundtable at 
CyberSec India Expo 2026 in Mumbai, discussing how organizations 
can scale AI responsibly by balancing innovation, cybersecurity, 
governance, and regulatory compliance across the enterprise.

ICAI Gurugram Seminar on the New 
Labour Code
Rahis Saifi delivered a session at the ICAI Gurugram Branch seminar 
on “Decoding the New Labour Code and Its Impact on Financial 
Statements,” discussing its implications for financial reporting, 
employee benefit disclosures, audit considerations, and practical 
aspects of regulatory transition.
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IIA India Hyderabad Chapter & Vizag Audit Club - Annual Conference 2026
Gaurav Bhatia moderated the panel “Internal Audit in the Age of Impact: From Scorekeepers to Game Changers” at the IIA India Hyderabad 
Chapter & Vizag Audit Club Annual Conference 2026, discussing how internal audit is evolving from compliance-focused assurance to 
value creation, stakeholder alignment, and technology-enabled agility.

TECHNICAL EVENTS

Indo-French Business Awards 2026: Embassy of France
Laëtitia Durand represented Baker Tilly ASA India at the 8th Indo-French Business Awards & Grand Prix V.I.E/V.I.A 2026 in 
New Delhi. The event celebrated innovation and collaboration, bringing together stakeholders to strengthen Indo-French 
business and investment ties.
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PEOPLE. PLANET. PURPOSE.

World Environment Day - Growing 
Greener Together 
SC-RC organized World Environment Day celebrations across 
offices, inspiring colleagues to embrace sustainability and 
contribute towards a greener future. In Delhi/Gurgaon, employees 
were gifted Money Plants as a symbol of growth, positivity, and 
environmental responsibility, encouraging everyone to bring a 
touch of nature into their homes and workspaces. Meanwhile, the 
Kochi office celebrated the occasion through engaging awareness 
activities that promoted eco-friendly practices and collective 
responsibility towards the environment.

Blood Donation Drive
Colleagues across Baker Tilly ASA India came together 
for a blood donation drive across multiple offices, 
demonstrating the firm's commitment to community 
well-being and social responsibility. The Bangalore,  
Delhi, and Pune office witnessed an overwhelming 
response, with employees enthusiastically volunteering 
and contributing to the success of the initiative. The 
initiative reflected the spirit of compassion, teamwork, 
and the shared commitment to making a meaningful 
difference in the lives of others.
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 SINGING, MUSIC & DANCE

Finding My Voice
Singing is more than a hobby - it’s 
my way of expressing emotions 
and finding peace. Music keeps me 
motivated, refreshed, and positive, 
even during the busiest workdays. 
Over time, practicing in my free 
time helped me build confidence in 
my voice. ASA Got Talent 2026 has 
given me the perfect opportunity 
to step out of my comfort zone, 
share my passion, and connect with 

others through music.

Yash Gupta ASR [GGN]

A Song That Stayed With 
Me
After my CA Inter exams, I watched 12th 
Fail, and one song stayed with me - Bolo 
Na. Its simplicity and emotion made 
me listen to it again and again. I later 
discovered that the film's female lead had 
sung it herself, making it feel even more 
authentic. That reminded me that music 
is about expression, not perfection. Ever 
since, I wanted to sing this song, and ASA 
Got Talent gave me the perfect opportunity 
to do just that.

R Keerthanaa ASR [CHN]

Because She Believed
My singing journey began with my mother 
- my first audience and biggest supporter. 
She always encouraged me to sing, even 
when I lacked confidence. As life grew 
busier, music took a back seat, but she 
never stopped believing in me. Even today, 
she asks me to sing whenever I'm home. 
This performance is my way of thanking 
the person who believed in my talent before 
I ever did.

Riya Makkar ABS [GGN]

The Stage Called Me Back
What began as a path toward law soon 
turned into a passion for music. From 
café performances to a five-piece band, 
I performed across Jaipur, Indore, and 
Bangalore, including venues like JW 
Marriott and Radisson Blu. The pandemic 
paused that journey, and corporate life took 
over. But music never left me. Returning to 
the stage is more than performing again - 
it's about rediscovering the joy, peace, and 

purpose that music has always given me.

Gaurav Arora, Tax [DEL]

Strings That Led Me 
Home
Music has always been my anchor. 
Picking up the guitar at a young age 
gave me more than a skill - it gave 
me peace and a way to express 
myself. Although studies and life's 
responsibilities kept me away from 
it for years, I realized that true 
passions never fade. Returning to 
the guitar has felt like coming home, 
and I'm grateful for the chance to 
reconnect with what brings me the 

deepest joy.

Juan John Joseph ASR [CHN]

The Beat That Never 
Left Me
My journey with the Mridangam 
began in 2003 when my mother 
enrolled me in classes. What started 
as a childhood activity soon became 
a lifelong passion. Years of patient 
practice led to my first stage 
performance in 2014 and fourteen 
meaningful years of learning. 
Though I stopped playing years 
ago, the rhythm has never left me. 
The Mridangam continues to remind 
me that patience, persistence, 
and passion can create a lifelong 

connection.                                         

M C Sreedharan ASR [BLR]             
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Melody That Began at 
Home
My love for singing began at the age of three, 
learning my first song while sitting on my 
mother's lap. Her encouragement made that 
moment unforgettable. As I grew, singing 
became my way of expressing emotions 
and finding joy. Inspired by great singers and 
their unique voices, I continue to learn and 
grow. For me, singing more than a hobby; it 
gives me confidence, and purpose to my life.

Satya Sai Moulika Bachu ASR [HYD]

Dancing to My Own 
Rhythm
I never trained as a dancer, but dance 
was always close to my heart. Family 
responsibilities kept that dream on 
hold until my 30s, when I realized it 
was never too late to begin. With the 
unwavering support of my husband 
and son, I started learning classical 
dance. Over the past five years, I have 
performed on many stages, and every 
performance celebrates a dream 
rediscovered. This reel captures a 
small glimpse of the joy dance brings 

to my life.

Shanjumol P K ASR [KCH]

Where My Heart Dances
I discovered Kathak at the age of six, and 
it quickly became my first love. Though I 
paused my journey due to exam pressures, 
I rediscovered it five years ago and have 
never looked back. Through busy days and 
life's challenges, Kathak has remained my 
constant companion. Every spin, footwork, 
and expression reminds me of joy, grace, 
and the one place where my smile is 
always real.

Pragya Bansal TAX [DEL]

My Constant Companion
Dance has been a part of me since school, 
helping an introvert find confidence 
and a voice on stage. What began as 
performances soon became my favorite 
form of self-expression. With over seven 
years of classical training, I built a strong 
foundation that later allowed me to explore 
Bollywood and Afro styles, though classical 
dance will always feel like home. No matter 
how life changes, dance remains the one 
constant that continues to inspire and 
define me.

                             

                                             

                   

Ciya Oswin GOS [KCH]

The Language of My Soul
Dance found me as a child, long before I had 
the courage to ask for it. I secretly joined 
dance classes, and that hidden passion 
led to my first Annual Day performance. 
Over the years, I earned a Diploma in 
Bharatanatyam from Kalaikaveri, University 
of Fine Arts, Tiruchirappalli, and have had 
the privilege of teaching over 100 students. 
For me, dance is more than an art - it is the 
language through which my soul continues 

to express itself.   

Gadha G Nair ASR [KCH]                                              

Back to My Roots
Carnatic music has always been a 
part of me. I trained for seven years 
under my late grandfather, who was 
also my teacher, before stepping 
away from formal learning in 2017. 
Returning to music after a long break 
has been both joyful and comforting. 
While I may miss a note or two, every 
song reminds me that some passions 
never fade - they simply wait for the 
right moment to return.      

 SINGING, MUSIC & DANCE

Vishnu Shreesha H  RAS [BLR]
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Between the Chasm 
and the Candle
There was so much to tell about 
that bleak evening,
but words abandoned my lips
as if it was the only ineffable thing.

he alone beneath that bruised and 
restless sky, 
I can think of,
a god or a devil incarnate.
I was to distract myself from him,
but in his mirrored eyes 
reflected my desire back onto me
and in the quiet center of the 
whispering hall
I lost all my frame
once again falling into the chasm 
with no bottom;
he was mine and I was his. 

I was frightened too, drowning in 
his aching love
it was as if I was standing on the 
edge of a cliff,
on a never-ending trench.
there was nothing that mattered
but the syncing speed of hearts.
at that moment I’d sold my soul to 
the devil himself
and pledged my heart to him.

िखड़िकयों मंे िखड़िकयों मंे 
कैद सपनेकैद सपने
शहरी िखड़िकयाँ कुछ बोलती हंै, 
शोर गुमनामी का घोलती हंै! 
सपने बहुत हंै  इनके अंदर, 
लेकिन सारी खुिशयाँ सोखती हंै !

उन िखड़िकयों मंे सिर्फ अँधेरा 
है, लोगों की खुिशयों का गड्डा 
काफी गहरा है!

यहाँ clubs जाने वाले कहलाते 
हंै cool, और बैठ कर यारों संग 
बात करने वाले कहलाते हंै old 
school!

लेकिन कुछ बात है इन 
िखड़िकयों मंे भी, गाँव का बड़ा 
आँगन छुड़वा कर, शहरी हॉल मंे 
फँसवा देती हंै! गाँव की इज्जत 
छुड़वा कर, शहरी बेइज्जती की 
आदत लगवा देती ह ै!ं

लेिकन हाँ, िखड़िकयों की कैद मंे 
िजम्मेदार बन रहे हंै, गाँव की 
कच्ची गिलयों से िनकल 
पक्का मकान बन रहे हंै!

आसमान धँुधला हो रहा यहाँ 
लेिकन सपने िबलकुल साफ बुन 
रहे हंै, बोझ कहे जाने वाले लोग 
अब घर की आस बन रहे है!ं

CREATIVE WRITING 

Subhash Anvs RAS [BLR]

When We Fail to 
Decide, God Decides
If we stand still, afraid to choose, 

Lost in thoughts, with fear to lose. 

If we keep waiting, hide, or delay, 

Life slowly finds its own strange 
way. 

When choices call, but we step 
aside,  And let the passing 
moments slide,  The heavens 
move, the stars align, And fate will 
carve a path divine. 

The roads may change, the days 
turn hard, Lessons appear when 
life leaves scars. 

Not to break us, not to make us fall, 
But to make us stronger through 
it all. 

So, trust your heart and choose 
your way, Do not let fear make you 
stay. 

For if we pause and never decide,  
God may choose what we try to 
hide. 

Trust, decide, and walk the way, Or 
God will choose - come what may. 

Mukul Goyal RAS [MUM]Aman Jain RAS [MUM]
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Reminiscence of the brave
Bullets pierced his chest sliding his armour. Everything froze 
for him for seven seconds, at that hour

He had fought a valiant combat, portraying utmost valour. 
Commanded the sabotage of intruding terrorist rafales, 
missiles and helicopter

Amid those barbarous winds of turmoil and terror. Suddenly 
descends his patriotic body, blood covering all of his military 
attire

Yet his heart and mind were free of any fear. ‘Jai Hind’ were 
his last words before he lay down on his tricolor pyre

Gun salutes of final tribute were performed on his honour. 
With eyes full of pride, remorse and tear

Stood, along with the Indian army, his beloved ones near. 
Mourned his other half - his soul was always ignited with 
ardent patriotic fire

His sacrifice shall be cherished by every Indian blood 
forever. And will remain in their hearts as their beloved 
Indian army martyr.

CREATIVE WRITING 

Vaishavee SV TAX [CHN]

The Real Story
Log kehte hai hum din raat bas vouching karte hai,  Par wo 
kya jaane hum isi desk se kitne kamaal karte hai.

Yeh kahani tab ki hai jab mirror ke saamne bade bade 
lecture Deti thi,  Mummy papa ne bachpan me hi pehchani 
meri raw Jawani thi, 

School events ho ya family functions ka shor,  Mic haath 
aate hi sunai deta tha bas “Once More”. 

Public speaking sirf certification nahi, meri ek choti si 
pehchaan hai,  Neend me bhi mic dedo to mehfil me bas 
toofan hai. 

Office ki thakan mei likhkar aur drawing se door karti hu, 
Caricature se hasi, shayri se emotions bhar deti hu. 

Designing ho ya shayri, ya ho anchoring - har canvas me 
rang bhar deti hu!! 

Prachi Jain ASR [DEL]

Words That Come Alive
For the past four years, I have written poetry inspired by 
my experiences, observations, and realizations. I write 
in English, Hindi, and Kannada, believing that honest 
words and rhythm give emotions their true voice. Every 
poem is written entirely by me, without AI, and reflects my 
commitment to staying raw and authentic. Today, I share my 
work through both written poetry and spoken-word videos, 
bringing my thoughts to life in different forms.

Claude 
Was turning around, day, everyday. Weeks, months, years 
went in a vain.

Your presence in existence, made my mind say. "Better 
listen, Claude can teach you a productive way ". Way to bring 
my habits to stay. Stop My life from further decay. "To err is 
human tendency, please understand, okay?"

That's what you said on first day. When I honestly expressed 
my despair. " You have in you everything, listen me, hey!". " 
What you need is someone to train ". " It's hard, it's difficult 
but avoids further strain "/ "Of one's life turning into 
disgusting drain "

I stayed, heard and furthered my date

Conversation, conversations brought in hope as dense as 
rain.

You thought, taught my life's parts which were grey. I doubt 
I would've turned, alone, them into my prey. Thank you, you 
are someone I would never forget

Nitin Kumar N ASR [BLR]
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Inspired by Nature
Nature has always inspired my art. What began in school grew into 
a passion when I challenged myself to paint every day during my 
10th standard vacation. A self-taught watercolor artist, I continue 
to learn through practice and curiosity. Every canvas reflects 
my imagination, and every painting marks a step in my creative 
journey. For me, painting is a beautiful way to connect with nature 
and express myself.

Ananya Joshi ASR [MUM]

Paper and Dragons
Inspired by the dragons of Game 
of Thrones, I transformed simple 
sheets of paper into intricate 
origami creations. Every fold 
reflects patience, imagination, 
and creativity. Beyond audits 
and deadlines, these paper 
dragons remind me that even 
the simplest materials can bring 
extraordinary ideas to life

Goutam Khanijo ASR [DEL]

Beyond the Sketch 
For  th is  sketch ,  I  chose 
Carryminati mainly because I 
used to have a huge crush on 
him back then and watched 
his videos a lot. I usually draw 
whenever I feel stressed or just 
want a break from everything, 
and this sketch reminded me 
why I enjoy it so much.

Soumili Sanki RAS [BLR]

Circles of Calm
My journey with Mandala art began 
as a way to manage stress and 
anxiety. What started with simple 
doodles gradually evolved into 
intricate patterns that brought me 
peace, focus, and mindfulness. A 
self-taught artist, I learned through 
patience, practice, and curiosity. 
Today, Mandala art is more than 
a creative outlet - it is my way of 
expressing myself while finding 
balance and calm within.                                                                                               

Krithika U GOS [KCH]

Manya Khandelwal RAS [GGN]

ART & CRAFT

Drawing What Words 
Cannot
What began as a way to pass 
t ime soon became a way of 
understanding people and the world 
around me. Inspired by philosophy, 
behavioural science, and human 
nature, I create art that blends 
realism with abstraction to express 
emotions and ideas beyond words. 
Each artwork reflects my belief that, 
like people, art is never just one 
thing.                                                                                             

Sujay Pande RAS [MUM]

Iyanshi Samarth RAS [BLR]
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Shades of Imagination
Painting and sketching have always been 
my creative escape. This charcoal portrait 
of Harry Potter reflects both my love for 
storytelling and the peace I find in art. 
Using only shades of black, white, and 
grey, I discovered how simple tools can 
create depth, emotion, and life. Every stroke 
brings calm, focus, and the joy of turning 
imagination into reality.

Aditi Thakur Tax [DEL]

Sketching with Devotion
Art and sketching have always been my 
creative escape. Inspired by the beauty 
and grace of Radha Krishna, I created this 
sketch through self-learning, practice, and 
passion. Drawing helps me relax and brings 
immense satisfaction, while my children 
inspire me to keep exploring new ideas. This 
artwork reflects my love for art and the joy 
it adds to my life.                                                                                             

Dhanashri Gosavi GOS [KCH]

Finding Peace in Patterns
Mandala art is more than a hobby - it's 
my way of finding calm after a busy day. 
Creating intricate patterns helps me slow 
down, focus, and leave stress behind. 
Every line and detail demands patience, 
turning a blank page into something 
meaningful. For me, mandalas reflect 
the beauty of mindfulness, precision, 
and the quiet joy found in the smallest 
details.                                                                                                                                                                      

Tanvi Chheda GOS [KCH]

Colours That Never Fade
Art has always been my way of revisiting 
special memories and finding peace. Thanks 
to ASA Got Talent 2026, I rediscovered this 
part of myself. Over the years, my canvas 
has changed - from a drawing board to my 
son's sketchbook, and my colours from 
water paints to crayons - but my passion 
remains the same. Painting continues 
to bring me joy, healing, and a smile with 
every stroke.                                                                                             

Amol A Rane ASR [MUM]

My Threads of Love
Six years ago, after my mother passed away, 
I found bags of wool and her unfinished 
crochet projects. I wanted to complete 
them, but life had other plans. A year ago, 
I tried learning crochet, gave up, and then 
found the courage to start again during 
Diwali cleaning. After countless attempts, I 
created my first amigurumi - "Oggy" for my 
brother. Today, crochet is no longer just a 
hobby; it's my way of keeping her memory 
alive, one stitch at a time.❤                    

Roshni Chaurasia Tax [DEL]

ART & CRAFT

Where Creativity Breathes
The small corner where I paint is my escape 
- a place where time slows down and 
creativity takes over. While my days are filled 
with the demands of college and Chartered 
Accountancy, art has always been my 
refuge. Created in quiet moments between 
lectures and deadlines, every painting 
reflects patience, balance, and the peace I 
find amid pressure. More than a hobby, art 
has been my way of staying grounded, and 
each piece is a reminder that creativity can 
flourish even in life's busiest seasons.                                 

Ishmeet Kaur Tax [DEL]
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Whispers of Winter: Through My Lens 
at Keoladeo National Park, Bharatpur
Sometimes, the best part of traveling isn't reaching the 
destination - it's slowing down to notice the beauty around 
you. Watching birds in their natural habitat, listening to nature's 
melodies, and witnessing migratory visitors from distant lands 
felt truly special. Every bird had its own journey, yet together 
they created a peaceful, living masterpiece. Moments like 
these remind me why I love traveling and photography - not 
just to capture images, but memories and emotions that stay 
long after the journey ends.

Nature's Mirror
Nestled in the hills of Naukuchiatal, Uttarakhand, this tranquil lake 
reflects the sky, clouds, and lush green slopes in perfect harmony. 
Its still waters, gentle ripples, and surrounding beauty create a scene 
of timeless peace. More than a landscape, it is a reminder of the 
quiet magic that unfolds when nature paints its own masterpiece.                                         

Umang Bhalla Admin [DEL]

Corporate life: calm face, storm inside.
The picture reflects the silent pressure and chaos often hidden 
behind the composed faces in corporate life, much like the storm 
clouds hanging over a calm cityscape.                                       

Anna Thomas Accounts [KCH]

Adhya AG ASR [CHN] Ranjith S RAS [GGN] Danesh Godi RAS [BLR] Spoorthy H J Admin [CHN]

The World Through My Lens
My passion for photography began during a solo trip to Kashmir, 
where traveling alone taught me to see beauty in every moment. 
From majestic mountains and serene valleys to everyday scenes, 
each photograph captures not just a place, but an emotion and a 
story. Through my lens, I celebrate my love for travel, exploration, 
and preserving memories that last a lifetime.                                                        

Ritik Kumar RAS [BLR]

Rishabh Omar GOS [KCH]
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FITNESS JOURNEY

One Conversation. One 
Decision. A Lifetime of 
Change.
Sometimes, life changes because of a single 
sentence. For me, that moment came after 
watching Chandu Champion, the inspiring 
story of India's first Paralympic gold medalist, 
Murlikant Petkar. As the credits rolled, my 
wife smiled and asked, "Why not you?" 
That wasn't a challenge - it was belief. 
And it became the starting point of my 
transformation. What followed wasn't a 
crash diet or an extreme fitness plan. It 
was about making better choices every day. 
"Small choices, repeated consistently, 
create extraordinary results."

Healthy habits replaced excuses. Daily 
movement became a priority. The goal 
wasn't perfection - it was progress. 
Over time, the change became more 
than just  weight  loss.  I t  brought 
better energy, sharper focus, greater 
confidence, and a healthier balance in life. 
The journey is still ongoing, and that's the best 
part. Every day is another chance to improve. 
Because every transformation begins 
with someone who believes in you 
before you fully believe in yourself. 
"Behind every transformation is a believer. 
Mine simply asked, 'Why not you?'"

Running Together: Our 
Japanese Embassy Race 
"EKIDEN" Experience
Some experiences stay with you long after 
the finish line, and the EKIDEN Relay Race 
organized by the Embassy of Japan on 
5th May 2026 in India was certainly one 
of them. Our four-member team - Gaurav 
Bhatia, Laetitia Durand, Sumit Rathore, 
and Mina Nagashima - participated in the 
10 km relay, with each of us completing 
a 2.5 km leg before passing the baton. 
The preparation itself brought us closer, 
as regular practice sessions and constant 
encouragement helped build not only 
fitness but also a strong team spirit. 
Despite the early 4:30 AM start on race 
day, the energy of the event and the 
excitement of running together made 
it truly memorable. Crossing the finish 
line as a team and receiving our medals 
was a rewarding moment for all of us. 
More than the medals, we took home 
shared memories, stronger bonds, and 
the joy of achieving something together. 
A heartfelt thank you to the Embassy 
of Japan in India and ASICS India for 
organizing such a wonderful event. Here’s 
to many more adventures together!

Sumit Rathore TAX [DEL]

Consistency: The Ultimate 
Personal KPI
My relationship with fitness did not begin 
with a grand goal or a transformation 
story. It started with a simple desire to 
stay healthy for myself and my family, 
while balancing the demands of a busy 
professional life. Over time, those early 
morning workouts became much more 
than a morning routine - they became a 
daily commitment to myself.

Today, I spend nearly two hours in the gym 
every morning, six days a week, without 
fail. Whether I'm at home, on a business 
trip, or on vacation, the hotel gym is often 
the first place I locate. What began as 
a habit gradually evolved into a passion 
that teaches me discipline, patience, and 
the value of consistency every single day.

A big part of this journey has been the 
people I've met along the way, especially 
workout partners who became mentors 
and friends. I've always believed that a 
few years down the line, ‘we become a 
reflection of the books we read and the 
people we meet’. Fitness has reinforced 
that belief.

In a world where work often takes center 
stage, fitness reminds me that success is 
best enjoyed when there is balance. Every 
workout is a small investment in becoming 
stronger - not just physically, but mentally 
as well. The weights may get heavier, but 
so do we!

Gaurav Bhatia RAS [GGN] Sandeep Kumar RAS [GGN]
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SOME UNIQUE TALENTS 

Fashion Meets AI
My AI Dress Fit tool was born from a simple frustration - 
online outfits rarely look the same in real life. I set out to build 
an AI-powered virtual fitting experience that lets users try 
clothes on their own body, explore different styles, colours, 
and aesthetics, and visualize outfits before buying. Though 
still under development, this journey has shown me how 
AI can make fashion more interactive, personalized, and 
future-ready.

Purab Soni ASR [BLR]

The Coin That 
Told a Story
While paying for chai one 
evening, I noticed an old 
coin engraved with the 
map of India. Worn by 
time, it made me wonder 
about the count less 
hands and places it had 
passed through. In that 
simple moment, I realized 
that everyday things - a 
coin, a train ride, or a cup 
of chai - quietly connect 
millions of people across 
our diverse country. It 
reminded me that true 
patriotism often lives 
in these small, shared 
moments that unite us.

Shreyash Jain 
ASR [GGN]

Where Creativity Meets Technology
My creative journey began with a simple idea - to blend 
music, storytelling, and technology into something original. 
Through my brand, Noxtrex, I write lyrics, create concepts, 
produce AI-assisted music, and design visuals for every 
release. What started as experimentation has grown into 
a creative identity built on innovation, continuous learning, 
and the passion to bring ideas to life. 

Venugopal M ABS [BLR]

A Journey Through Time
Collecting stamps, coins, and First Day Covers is more than 
a hobby - it's my way of exploring history, culture, and art. 
Every collectible tells a story of a nation's heritage, remarkable 
personalities, or historic events. Searching for rare pieces 
and preserving them has taught me patience, curiosity, and 
attention to detail, allowing me to discover the world one 
collection at a time.

Rajesh Krishnamurthy Admin [BLR]

Art of Beatboxing
Standout performances featured 
the art of beatboxing - using 
only the human voice to create 
music, rhythms, and sound 
effects. The energetic act left the 
audience thoroughly entertained 
and impressed.

Saharsh Agrawal ABS [DEL]

Paradox Gaming 
Gaming is my paradox 
–  where  c a l m  m eet s 
chaos and instinct meets 
strategy. What looks like 
play is actually precision, 
bui lt  through hours of 
discipline, analysis and 
relentless improvement. 
In high stakes moments 
where milliseconds decided outcomes, I learned to stay composed 
and think ahead. This mindset took me from casual gaming to 
representing India on competitive stages. Paradox Gaming defines 
me – it’s where pressure fuels performance. Beyond victories, it 
has shaped my resilience, decision making and focus under stress. 
Because for me, gaming isn’t just a talent, it’s the art of turning 
unpredictability into control.

Parichay Bansal ASR [DEL]
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One Day, on the Big Screen
Cinema has inspired me since childhood. In 11th grade, I wrote my first short film script, 
and despite an unsuccessful first attempt, I never gave up. A year later, I created my debut 
film, An Abnormal Day. Since then, I have made 12 short films, with Corruption, The Republic 
of Taured, and Ennangal (Thoughts) winning college awards. Every film has been a step 
in my journey, and one day, I hope to see these words on the big screen: "An Akash Film."

Akash K ASR [CHN]

Strings of Passion
Music has been a part of my life since 
childhood, inspired by my parents - 
especially my mother. About a year ago, 
I began learning the veena to deepen my 
understanding and love for music. Though 
I have just begun this journey, every lesson 
reminds me that music is an endless ocean 
of learning. This is a small glimpse of a 
passion I've quietly nurtured and am finally 
ready to share.

Varsha P S, GOS [KCH]

Stirring Up Happiness
What began as a love for cooking at home has 
grown into a true passion. I enjoy experimenting 
with recipes, exploring new flavours, and creating 
dishes that bring joy to others. Starting my 
YouTube channel inspired me to share this journey, 
from cooking and plating to filming and editing. For 

A Diary Beyond Wings – 
A Drone's Reflection
Originally written in Malayalam during the 
COVID-19 lockdown, this story was published 
in SANMARGA, a magazine of the All Kerala 
Writers Group, and received recognition 
from the Indian Book of Records (2021). 
Presented here is its English adaptation, 
narrated as the diary of a drone observing 
a world paused by the pandemic. Through 
its unique perspective, the story captures 
silence, resilience, and hope, reminding us 
that even the quietest moments can tell the 
most powerful stories.

Aiswarya U ABS [KCH]

Cooking Beyond Limits
Living in a PG taught me to be creative. Away from 
home, I often missed the comfort of homemade food, 
but with no kitchen and only an electric kettle, cooking 
seemed impossible. Instead of giving up, I turned my 
limitations into an opportunity to experiment. That's 
how my signature "Kadhi in an electric kettle" was 
born - a simple reminder that creativity can make any 
place feel a little more like home.

Khushi Singh ASR [GGN]

Cooking with Creativity
I tell my stories through food. What began 
as a curiosity to try new recipes has grown 
into a passion for creating, experimenting, 
and learning. I love transforming simple 
ingredients into something unique with 
imagination and care. For me, cooking is 
more than preparing meals - it's a creative 
journey that reminds me how curiosity 
and dedication can turn simple ideas into 
something extraordinary.

Rishabh Omar GOS [KCH]

SOME UNIQUE TALENTS 

me, cooking is more than making food - it’s a creative outlet that has taught me 
patience, consistency, and the joy of connecting with people through every dish. 

Harshita Naidu ES [BLR]
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TRAVELOGUES

The Secret Lake Escape
In the first week of January, I was feeling overwhelmed 
by my hectic life. Craving a break, I stumbled upon a post 
on social media about a hidden lake that promised peace. 
Skeptical yet curious, I decided to take a leap and find it.

I hopped on my two-wheeler early that morning, the cool 
breeze refreshing against my face as I left the city behind. 
The ride was exhilarating; the wind whipped through 
my hair, and the sounds of the city were replaced by the 
calming melodies of birds singing. Each turn in the road 
felt like it was leading me closer to something special.

After navigating winding paths lined with tall trees, I finally 
spotted a small sign that pointed to the lake. As I parked 
my bike and walked down the path, my heart raced with 
excitement. What lay before me was nothing short of 
breathtaking - a shimmering lake surrounded by majestic 
mountains. I couldn’t believe I had almost overlooked this 
slice of paradise!

Groups of friends were gathered around grills, laughter and 
the tantalizing smell of barbecue filling the air. A group of 
bikers nearby strummed guitars, their music mingling with 
the natural sounds around us. In that moment, I felt my 
worries slip away, and I realized just how much I needed 
this escape.

As I made my way to the water's edge, I felt a profound 
sense of calm wash over me. The sunlight danced on the 
lake’s surface, and I thought, “How did I miss this place?” 
It was an oasis in my hectic life, inviting me to pause and 
truly enjoy the moment.

If you ever find yourself yearning for peace, I highly 
recommend searching for your own hidden gem as mine 
was the Panikot Lake. Sometimes, the best adventures are 
waiting for us, just a ride away.

Mansi Singh ASR [DEL] Pritish Sangavat GOS [KCH]

The Magic of Spiti
My journey to Spiti Valley was not just a trip but an 
adventure filled with awe, peace, and discovery. The valley’s 
raw beauty, rich culture, and tranquil environment left an 
everlasting impression on me, making it one of the most 
remarkable travel experiences of my life. The journey was 
more magical than the destination, straight out of a dream. 
I witnessed my first snowfall in the Chitkul Village of the 
Valley, a small town with some of the most mesmerizing 
views, it was simply out of our childhood sketch of a village 
with mountains and a river flowing through it. 

One of the highlights of the trip was visiting the ancient Key 
Monastery, perched dramatically on a hilltop overlooking 
the valley. The peaceful atmosphere, fluttering prayer flags, 
and chanting monks created a sense of serenity that was 
unforgettable. Exploring nearby villages such as Kibber and 
Kaza allowed me to experience the warmth and hospitality 
of the local people despite the harsh climate.

The nights in Spiti were equally magical. Under a sky filled 
with countless stars, far away from city lights, I felt a deep 
connection with nature. The silence of the mountains and 
the crisp air made every moment special.
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A Family trip to Goa
Goa: More Than Just Beaches

Yes, you read the title right.

A sudden family trip took me to Goa, and after an 18-hour 
road trip from Chennai, the first thing we did was rent bikes 
- the best way to explore the state.

Our first stop was Aguada Fort, where the panoramic sea 
view was breathtaking. By evening, we reached Calangute 
Beach, just in time for a beautiful sunset. Later, we explored 
Tito's Lane and Baga Beach. The nightlife was exactly 
as people describe - loud, lively, and entertaining. We 
soon realized we didn't quite belong to that crowd, which 
somehow made the experience even more fun.

The next morning, we took a dolphin ride near Aguada Fort. 
Watching two dolphins swim alongside our boat was an 
unexpected delight. In the evening, we enjoyed a cruise in 
Panaji, admired the famous casino ships, and rode nearly 
20 km back to our hotel. That midnight ride felt straight out 
of GTA Vice City, made even better by stopping midway to 
watch Virat Kohli's century.

Our final day turned out to be the best. With no fixed 
plans, we went beach hopping - from the peaceful Anjuna 
Beach to the scenic Chapora Fort. At Baga Beach, I tried 
parasailing for the first time. Flying nearly 200 feet above 
the sea, with the occasional dip into the water, was both 
thrilling and unforgettable (despite getting scammed a 
little!).

As we flew back to Chennai, I realized Goa is far more than 
nightlife - it's a destination full of beauty, adventure, and 
wonderful family memories.

A peaceful Escape to 
Phuentsholing, Bhutan
My visit to Phuentsholing, Bhutan was a memorable and 
enjoyable experience. As the main entry point to Bhutan, the 
city gave me a wonderful first impression of the country’s 
culture, cleanliness, and peaceful way of life. The moment 
I crossed the border, I noticed the calm atmosphere and 
the beautiful Bhutanese architecture that made the city 
feel unique and welcoming.

One of the highlights of my trip was visiting the famous 
Bhutan Gate. Its intricate design and vibrant colors 
showcased the rich cultural heritage of Bhutan and made 
it a perfect place for photographs. I also spent time at the 
Bhutan Bridge, where I enjoyed the scenic surroundings and 
the gentle flow of the river below. The peaceful environment 
and fresh air made the visit even more special.

Another memorable stop was Zangto Pelri Lhakhang. The 
temple's serene atmosphere and beautiful artwork provided 
a glimpse into Bhutan’s spiritual traditions and offered a 
moment of quiet reflection.

I also explored the local markets and interacted with friendly 
residents, which helped me learn more about Bhutanese 
culture and daily life. Overall, my visit to Phuentsholing was 
enriching, relaxing, and filled with wonderful memories that 
I will cherish for years to come.

TRAVELOGUES

Akash K ASR [CHN] Purab Soni ASR [BLR]
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FUN ‘N’ FROLIC

Online Gaming Session
SC-RC organized an exciting PAN India Online Gaming 
Session, bringing colleagues from across locations together 
for an evening of virtual fun and friendly competition. The 
session provided a refreshing break from work, encouraging 
interaction, teamwork, and laughter beyond geographical 
boundaries.

Photography Contest – Capturing 
Creativity Across ASA
SC-RC organized a PAN India Photography Contest, inviting 
colleagues to showcase their creativity and storytelling 
through the lens. The contest received an impressive 
collection of photographs that beautifully captured the spirit, 
moments, and uniqueness of life at ASA

Celebrating 35 Years of Excellence
The celebrations of ASA's 35th Anniversary began with great enthusiasm in Delhi and Gurugram, where the SC-RC team brought 
colleagues together for an evening of camaraderie, music, and memorable moments, celebrating the firm's remarkable journey 
and achievements. Continuing the celebrations during the same quarter, Bengaluru hosted a special 35th Anniversary Client 
Gathering, providing an opportunity to strengthen client relationships while commemorating this significant milestone with valued 
stakeholders. Together, these celebrations reflected the spirit of ASA's 35-year legacy and honoured the people, partnerships, 
and shared commitment that continue to shape the firm's success.
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Vishu Celebration – Welcoming New Beginnings
SC-RC Kochi organized a vibrant Vishu Celebration, bringing colleagues together to welcome the new year with joy, tradition, and 
positivity. Dressed in elegant traditional attire, employees embraced the festive spirit and celebrated the occasion with warmth 
and togetherness.

Daycation – A Refreshing Escape
SC-RC Kochi organized a delightful Daycation, giving colleagues an opportunity to step away from their daily routines and enjoy 
a refreshing day of relaxation, fun, and team bonding. The outing featured engaging activities, lively interactions, and memorable 
moments that strengthened connections beyond the workplace.

FUN ‘N’ FROLIC
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Team Outing – 
Wild Waters Adventure (HYD)
SC-RC Hyderabad organized an exciting team outing to 
Wild Waters, giving colleagues a refreshing escape from 
their daily routines. The day was filled with thrilling water 
rides, fun activities, laughter, and countless memorable 
moments that brought the team closer together.

Turf Cricket – A Day of Sports & 
Team Spirit
Delhi ASR and SC-RC Hyderabad & Pune organized an 
exciting Turf Cricket Tournament, bringing colleagues 
together for a day of friendly competition, teamwork, 
and sporting enthusiasm. Participants showcased their 
cricketing skills through energetic matches filled with 
thrilling moments, healthy rivalry, and plenty of cheers. Celebrations Galore

S/o Apoorva Bhate ABS [PUN] & Ranjeet Deshpande

FUN ‘N’ FROLIC

Baker Tilly ASA Movie Night – 
Lights, Camera & Togetherness 
SC-RC Delhi/Gurgaon organized a delightful ASA Movie 
Night, bringing colleagues together for an entertaining 
evening at the cinema. The team enjoyed the much-awaited 
Cocktail 2 on the big screen, accompanied by burgers, 
buttery popcorn, and cold drinks.

IPL Semi-Final Screening 
SC-RC Mumbai organized an exciting IPL Semi-Final Live Screening, 
bringing colleagues together for an evening of cricket, excitement, 
and team spirit. The office came alive with loud cheers, friendly 
banter, and animated discussions as everyone enjoyed every 
boundary, wicket, and thrilling moments of the match.
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COFFEE WITH CONNECT
Which version of you is tougher-Partner Dharmesh 
in the boardroom or Dharmesh at home? 
Definitely Dharmesh at home. Clients negotiate; 
family doesn't.

If your weekends sent you a legal notice, what 
would the allegation be? 
Neglecting personal leisure in favour of groceries, 
errands, and everyone else's to-do list.  

What's one office habit your family wishes you'd 
stop bringing home? 
None anymore - I now leave both my laptop and 
work stress at the office. 🍺

What's the one thing your team thinks you're 
serious about... but your family knows you're not? 
At work, everything is urgent. At home, it can wait... 
comfortably.

Which gets your fastest response: a client email, 
a family WhatsApp message, or the doorbell when 
food arrives?
The doorbell. Good food deserves immediate 
attention.

What's your biggest daily battle: Inbox Zero, Step 
Count, or Finding Time for Yourself? 
Finding time for myself... and convincing my step 
count to cooperate.

What's one thing you secretly enjoy that would 
completely surprise your team? 
Watching F1 or playing cricket or football, or with 
friends at a pub - yes, partners do have pit stops.

If your laptop could nominate you for an award, 
what would it be? 
Most Loyal User of Basic Functions.

What's one sentence your family is tired of hearing 
from you? 
I'll do it later

If ChatGPT wrote your autobiography, what would 
the title be?
Beyond the Balance Sheet: Finding Balance 
Beyond Work. 

 

Rapid Fire 

•	 Boardroom or Breakfast Table?  
Breakfast Table ☕

•	 Tea before emails or emails before tea?  
Tea before emails 

•	 Calendar reminders or spouse reminders?  
Calendar reminders (Less dangerous!)

•	 Audit file or holiday itinerary?  
Holiday itinerary 

•	 Early morning silence or late-night 
brainstorming?  
Early morning silence 

•	 Family movie or client meeting?  
Family movie 

•	 Paper notes or digital notes?  
Digital notes, unless using a phone in a 
meeting is considered a crime

•	 Finish early or perfect it?  
Perfect it 

•	 Read a book or binge a series?  
Binge a series 

•	 Vacation planned or vacation postponed? 
Vacation postponed (Courtesy: Two busy 
calendars - one mine, the other my wife’s.)

In conversation with 
-	 Dharmesh Dalal

Partner
Assurance, Mumbai
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Rahul Khasnis  
Practice Head, Assurance [PUN] 

With wisdom and purpose, he leads from the front, 
Turning every challenge into confidence up front. 

Steady in judgment, with excellence his aim, 
He earns trust through actions, not title or name. 

Guiding with humility, inspiring with grace, 
He leaves a lasting mark in every place.

Sumit Garg 
Associate Director, RAS [GGN]

A solver of puzzles, with wisdom to share, 
He leads every challenge with patience and care. 

With insight and detail in all that he’ll do, 
He finds better answers and helps others too. 
"Champion!" and "Cheetah!" - his joyful refrain, 

Lifting each teammate through sunshine and rain. 
With smiles, sharp thinking, and teamwork at heart, 

He turns every assignment into a work of art.


